	THE POPULAR CYBERCAFÉS IN MEXICO AND YOUNG PERSONS: BAROQUE RESPONSE OR NON-CONVENTIONAL FORMATION?


 Analysis of their uses and meanings in the 2002-2006 period.

Abstract: This research on the cybercafés in Mexico aims at understanding and explaining how young people use these spaces and what the meaning attached to them is. The author wants to know if it corresponds here to a baroque response or to a form of non-conventional learning. Facing the “numerical revolution”, this study allows questioning the relation between the technological gaps and the construction of subjective identities. Cybercafés consist of multiform spaces, where the uses and meanings are shaped by offer and demand as well as through the interaction between users, and between them and the operators. As a new space “between-two”, the cybercafé allows young people to construct their identity by a process of self-determination and of independent learning. The analysis is based on the observations made in 17 cybercafés, of interviews with operators and young users, and in the creation of a photographic collection.

The issues developed here are based on the following questions. In what and  how the way in which the use and the meaning of the popular cybercafés in Mexico allows its youth to become social subjects and to what measure it corresponds to a baroque response or to a form of unconventional education.

This thesis  clarified the following proposals:

1. Cybercafés regularize and regulate some social / cultural gaps introduced by the numerical technologies.

2. Young people who reencounter at cybercafés find there new modes of learning that constitute part of the formation of their identity as well as being educational.

3. The socio-cultural, socio-economic and socio-formative dimensions provoke ambivalent oscillations in the encounters at the popular cybercafés.

4. The practices carried out in the cybercafés are initially primarily existential, subjective as well as technological and economical.

5. Young people who reencounter at cybercafés find there new modes of learning that constitute part of the formation of their identity as well as being educational for young users it results in an unconventional formation impregnated with technique and affection.

6. The transition resulting from the popular cybercafés is fostered by and beyond the unconventional formation as a product of the more or less confused attempts to reach a formative project and a profound effort in itself.
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