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About the book (from the publisher) 
Written by an eminent and original thinker in the philosophy of science, this book takes a fresh, unorthodox look at the key philosophical concepts and assumptions of the social sciences. Mario Bunge contends that social scientists (anthropologists, sociologists, political scientists, economists, and historians) ought not to leave philosophy to philosophers who have little expertise in or knowledge of the social sciences. Bunge urges social scientists to engage in serious philosophizing and philosophers to participate in social research. The two fields are interrelated, he says, and important advances in each can supply tools for solving problems in the other. 
Bunge analyzes such concepts as fact, cause, and value that the fields of philosophy and social science share. He discusses assumptions and misassumptions involved in such current approaches as idealism, materialism, and subjectivism, and finds that none of the best-known philosophies helps to advance or even understand social science. In a highly critical appraisal of rational choice theories, Bunge insists that these models provide no solid substantive theory of society, nor do they help guide rational action. He offers ten criteria by which to evaluate philosophies of social science and proposes novel solutions to social science’s methodological and philosophical problems. He argues forcefully that a particular union of rationalism, realism, and systemism is the logical and viable philosophical stance for social science practitioners. 
About the book (this is an excerpt from Mario Bunge’s Preface) 
This book has been written for social scientists curious about philosophy, as well as for philosophers interested in social studies. As suggested by its title, it focuses on the philosophy involved in social studies –albeit, usually in a tacit manner. I will argue that all social studies, whether scientific or literary, are crammed with philosophical concepts, such as those of fact, system, process, theory, test, and truth. They also contain or presuppose some philosophical assumptions, such as that societies are (or are not) mere aggregates of individuals, that people can (or cannot) choose and act rationally, and that social facts can (or cannot) be studied scientifically. 
Regrettably, most students of society rarely pause to examine the philosophical ideas they adopt. When they do, they often fall under the influence of philosophies that do not match the practice of contemporary social science research. Most of the philosophers who have paid attention to the philosophy in or about social science have held some or all of the following three theses: that there is a clear divide between the social and the natural sciences, there being no mixed or socio-natural sciences; that science and philosophy are mutually disjoint, so cannot learn from one another; that the philosophy of social science is the same as that of the natural sciences –or else that the two are utterly disjoint. I will argue that all three, and many more received opinions, are false. 
I will examine some of the key philosophical ideas inherent in the social (and socio-natural) sciences, as well as some of the topical philosophical problems raised by them. Thus I will elucidate the ontological notions of event and causation, the semantics concepts of meaning and truth, the epistemological ideas of hypothesis and indicator, the axiological notions of value and utility, and the ethical concepts of right and duty. Il will also wrestle with such classical controversies as individualism versus holism, idealism versus materialism, subjectivism versus realism, rationalism versus empiricism, explanation versus understanding, and nomothetic versus ideographic sciences” (pp. 11-12). 
About the author
Mario Bunge was born in Buenos Aires (Argentina) in 1919. After training as a physicist –doctorate in mathematical physics, Universidad Nacional de La Plata (1952), where he learnt atomic physics and quantum mechanics from Guido Beck, an Austrian expatriate who had been an assistant of Heisenberg–, he was professor of theoretical physics (1956-1966) and philosophy, which he taught at the University of Buenos Aires from 1957 to 1963. He was the first South American philosopher of science to be trained in science. 
Driven to emigrate by the political situation of his native country, particularly due to his socialist leanings, Mario Bunge initially settled in Europe, then in Montréal, where in 1966 he joined the philosophy department at McGill University, and never looked back. His career as a researcher rapidly assumed international scope and led him on to countless activities as an editor, speaker, guest professor, learned society member, and recipient of honorary distinctions, etc. 
As Michael R. Matthews –University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia– underline, the unifying thread of Mario Bunge’s scholarship is the constant and vigorous advancement of the Enlightenment Project, and criticism of cultural and academic movements that deny or devalue the core planks of the project: namely its naturalism, the search for truth, the universality of science, rationality, and respect for individuals. At a time when specialization is widely decried, and its deleterious effects on science, philosophy of science, educational research and science teaching are recognized – it is salutary to see the fruits of one person’s pursuit of the ‘Big’ scientific and philosophical picture. 
Mario Bunge was the Frothingham Professor of Logic and Metaphysics at McGill University until his retirement in 2011 and is now Professor Emeritus in Philosophy. 
He is author of over 80 books (including many translations into several languages) and some 500 articles mainly in English and Spanish, cofounder with logician Hugues Leblanc of the Society for Exact Philosophy, Mario Bunge set himself a task as an epistemologist, achieving a synthesis of rationalism and empiricism (Scientific Research, 1967, new version: Philosophy of Science, 1999), and also as a generalist philosopher and creator of a complete system, thanks to his monumental 8 volume Treatise on Basic Philosophy (1974-89), in which he defended conceptions on materialism and humanism. In his own cutting style, his Dictionary of Philosophy (1999) –the first edition of the Philosophical Dictionary–, accurately conveys this thought. Advocate of a precise philosophy “offering axiomatic and formalized expression of concepts and theories” he no less supported original positions on moral thought and politics. He is also the author of The Sociology-Philosophy Connection (1991), Finding Philosophy in Social Science (1996), Social Science under Debate. A Philosophical Perspective (1998), Philosophy in Crisis: The Need for Reconstruction (2001), Scientific Realism: Selected Essays of Mario Bunge (edited by Martin Mahner (2001), Matter and Mind. A Philosophical Inquiry (2010), Evaluating Philosophies (2012), and Medical Philosophy (2013). 
Mario Bunge is a member of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (from 1984) and the Royal Society of Canada (from 1992). He was awarded the Premio Príncipe de Asturias of Spain in 1982 and the John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship in 1971. 
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Critical reviews 
“A philosophical tour de force anatomizing social sciences for our time. Lucid, wide-ranging, tough minded, provocative, and deeply knowing, it is a fine successor to Ernest Nagel’s treatise of generations ago”. 
Robert K. Merton
“This work should play a major role in guiding the course of the social sciences toward a much needed strengthening of its foundations, tasks, and responsibilities”. 
B.B. Price, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
“This book is required reading to understand relations between philosophy and the social sciences”. 
Bruce G. Trigger, American Journal of Archaeology 
“Along with the sharpness and clarity of Bunge’s thought, the detailed name and subject indexes make this an excellent reference work for philosophers of science and for students and scholars in the social sciences who must deal with the philosophical minefields that litter their chosen disciplines”. 
Choice 
“[A] brilliantly argued book, easily the most impressive work of its kind to appear in many years. . . . [It] should be required reading for all advanced graduate students in the social sciences and philosophy”. 
Martin F. Farrell, Perspectives on Political Science 
“Bunge's reasoning is lucid and persuasive, as one might expect from an eminent philosopher of science and logic, and it is easy to agree that his syntheses provide a more realistic perspective [than those he criticizes]”. 
Ann Branaman, Contemporary Sociology 
“It is a brilliant and comprehensive exposition of the key issues that confront the philosophy of social science […]. [It] should be required reading for all students in the social sciences”. 
Colin Wight, in Philosophy of the Social Sciences 
“Finding Philosophy in Social Science provides a systematic introduction to basic concepts used in all social sciences, as well as a survey and critique of widely held philosophical doctrines and assumptions. 
[…]. 
There will be much to disagree with for social scientists from various disciplines and paradigms, if only because Bunge leaves virtually no stone unturned. More important, here is a philosophy of social science that is at once critical and constructive, unified and systematic, rooted in a thorough and deep understanding of contemporary science in general and the specific philosophical problems of social scientific research in theoretical and applied disciplines in particular, clear on the distinctions between social science and social technology, and explicit about the indispensable role of ideology, politics and morals in social studies. In short, Bunge’s work constitutes a landmark contribution to the social sciences”. 
Andreas Pickel, Society 
“The unifying thread of Mario Bunge’s scholarship is the constant and vigorous advancement of the Enlightenment Project, and criticism of cultural and academic movements that deny or devalue the core planks of the project: namely its naturalism, the search for truth, the universality of science, rationality, and respect for individuals. At a time when specialization is widely decried, and its deleterious effects on science, philosophy of science, educational research and science teaching are recognized – it is salutary to see the fruits of one person’s pursuit of the ‘Big’ scientific and philosophical picture”. 
MATTHEWS, Michael, School of Education, 
University of New South Wales, Sidney, Australia
“In fact, systems thinking have always been characterized by its diversity. In this book, the major reference point for both mounting a critique of Luhmann’s approach and addressing pertinent questions in social theory and philosophy of social science will be the philosophical system –which I characterize as “emergentist systemism”– developed by the accomplished Argentinian-Canadian physicist and philosopher Mario Bunge. 
But why Bunge? There are three chief considerations. 
Firstly, Luhmann’s systems theory is well known for its borrowing of concepts and terms from natural science. Luhmann’s understanding and appropriation of natural science, however, is limited and highly selective. […]. By contrast, Bunge had been a trained physicist versed in mathematics and quantum physics, […] and has displayed an impressive command of natural science (e.g. biology) and what he calls biosocial science (e.g. psychology and linguistics). Consequently, Bunge’s writings have been well received among practicing scientists”. 
Poe Yu-Ze WAN, Reframing the Social: 
Emergentist Systemism and Social Theory
“[Il clarifie] les fondements philosophiques des sciences sociales, traquant les incohérences ontologiques et épistémologiques et proposant une vision unifiée des fondements de sciences sociales. Là aussi, il s’appuie sur son Treatise, dont il reprend et développe les volumes 5 et 6 tout en intégrant les 4 premiers volumes, ceux-ci constituant le socle des conceptions de Bunge, à savoir sa sémantique scientifique (qui articule et unifie les concepts sémantiques), son ontologie matérialiste et emergentiste, et son systémisme réaliste”. 
Pierre Moessinger, Revue européenne des sciences sociales, 
Université de Genève, Département de sociologie 
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